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Editorial

I was hoping to write very
positively after a very suc-
cessful year at the Nursery,
but the break-ins have
capped the year with bad
news. Hopefully repairs to
the damage on the build-
ings will put these setbacks
behind us and we can look
forward to the new year
building on the successes
of 2025.

Break-ins

On October 26 there was a
break in at the Nursery. No
major items were stolen al-
though there was damage
to doors and keys were “dis-
tributed” around the site.
The break-in coincided with
the first dark night after the
clock change and the clos-
ure of the railway and con-
sequently no signaller on
duty. Damage to the station
was also done as men-
tioned in the Station Adop-
tion report. Police managed
to identify the perpetrator
from finger prints although
the person appears to be
homeless which makes an
arrest difficult. There were
a couple more break-ins in
early December, it appears
to be the same person.
This time a window in the
portacabin was broken and
further damage was done to
the doors.

The keying arrangements
and access to the
portacabin has been modi-
fied, no doubt the insur-
ance will increase. We
should reflect that more

serious damage was not
done and we have occupied
the site for so long without
any vandalism.

Volunteering

We are always looking for
volunteers to help with the
Nursery. We are particu-
larly short of people to help
on railway side or those
who have mechanical
knowledge. If you are inter-
ested pop along to one of
the sales days and make
yourself known. You don't
need any previous experi-
ence and I am not only ask-
ing a male audience so
come along ladies!

Station adoption

We suffered some minor
vandalism to part of the
fence on the Harrogate side
and possibly to one of our
concrete planters (on the
York side) at the same time
as the Nursery was broken
into. We of course reported
this and Northern/ISS
have done a cheap repair to
the fence which we think
will not stand the test of
time. We will keep an eye
on it. We will have a go at
repairing the rim of the
planter as part of our
scheduled repaint of plant-
ers and POPPLETON sign in
the Spring. However some
of the concrete planters are
coming to the end of their
lives.

All the geraniums and an-
nual plants have been re-
moved so there is some
bare soil showing until
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spring bulbs  hopefully
emerge. We have had the
money we requested for
some new plants for 2026
authorised by Northern so
we are looking out for our
cheque.

Northern sensibly re-
versed their previous de-
cision on removing rain wa-
ter butts from stations in-
stead going for appropriate
warning notices on them so
we are very pleased ours
will stay; it is connected by
pipes to the waiting room
roof. That means that we
can continue to be as
“green” as possible by wa-
tering with rain water and
any tap water we have to
use, pushing it over from
the Nursery by bowser, is
kept to a minimum — it is
hard work!

The annual conference of
stakeholders and Northern
was held on Friday 14
November in Salford. We
were  represented, and
thanked warmly for our ef-
forts over the last 12
months.

A new railway timetable
comes into force on Sunday
14 December with a slightly
improved service on
Sundays and changes to
some Mon-Sat departure
times. Northern usually
post a new timetable in the
Waiting Room within a few
days and we will post our
summary of departures on
the other platform on the
Sunday morning as usual.
We have been in touch with
the quarterly magazine
Centrepiece which goes to
all households in the Pop-
pletons about publicising
the service again but the
new edition had already
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gone to print so maybe next
time.

Our notice board inserts
and photos (on the York
Platform) which give a brief
history of the railway and
tell of our group activities
have been renewed very re-
cently—they became very
faded as they are fully ex-
posed to the sun! The no-
tice board itself has not
worn very well during the
previous 4 years so we may
have to cost in a new, more
robust one in next year’s
bid.

Colin Wood

Sales days

Sales days have been an-
nounced for 2026. They are
as follows:

10:00am to 4:00pm
* 25 April 2026
* 9 May 2026
* 23 May 2026
* 6 June 2026
* 20 June 2026
* 4 July 2026
* 12 September 2026

10:00am to 3:00pm
¢ 17 October 2026
¢ 21 November 2026

10:00am to 1:00pm
* 5 December 2026

Nursery Visitors

A group from Siemens vis-
ited the Nursery at the end
of October. Paving slabs
were placed on the walk-
ways in the shop area and
the area around the cold
frames at the Harrogate end
of the site was tidied up.

e z e
Paving stones for the shop
area

At the November sales day
a friend of Terry Stanhope,
who built our motorised
truck, visited the Nursery.
Nigel Wild was very pleased
to see that it had found a
good home at Poppleton, he
was also pleased that we
were preserving the Nurs-
ery.

Horticulture

The main focus of activity
has been on Christmas,
with wreath production be-
ing a priority, using as
much plant material
gathered from around the
nursery as we can. The Hy-
acinths have been exhumed
from the cold frames where
they were buried for sprout-
ing and are being potted up
in bowls ready for sale.
Meanwhile work has con-
tinued on tidying up and
re-potting perennials and
shrubs. All tender plants
are now safely stowed in the
pit houses for winter and
several areas of the nursery
have been weeded, cleaned
and maintained.
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Potting the hyacinths

If your visiting the nursery
by train, be warned that

there is a new timetable
from 14 December chan-
ging the times of many
trains to and from York so
check before you travel.

We have also heard that in
2026 the conventional
crossing gates are going to
be replaced by barriers.
Your editor can remember
when there were three sets
of gates, one for guarding
access for the line to the
coal drops.

Railway and
building group

In spite of a variable num-
ber of workers we have been

getting work done. The new
vehicle is slowly being built.
The point lever giving ac-
cess to the wagon shed at
the Harrogate end of the
site has been given a re-
paint, it is in a direct line
with the worst of the
weather. The adjacent bush
has been given a prune to
make operation easier and
safer.

The petrol in Terry Stan-
hope has been drained and
replaced and it seems to be
running better.

There is always ongoing
work keeping the track
clear and the flange ways
clear.
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