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Come and join us on 8
December 10:00am —
3:00pm for our Christmas
Open Day.

Sale and Collection of
Orders Christmas Wreaths,
Table and Tree
Decorations, Bowls of
Hyacinths, Shrubs, Bulbs,
Perennials and Seasonal
Planters for sale.
Model & narrow gauge
railway.

Tea, coffee and homemade

cake will be available.
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Editorial

Back in January I went to a
fantastic concert at the village
hall in Thorner, after the con-
cert I thought that if that was
such a great concert I hoped
that the rest of the year will
be as good. Looking back on
the Nursery’s year it has been
a great year. The standout out
events were the Bloom! fes-
tival and the 30th anniver-
sary railway evening but there
have been less exciting ad-
vances. Work has been started
on greenhouses G7-G8, suc-
cessful sales, the allotment
project on the formal garden
(I'm looking forward to some of
that produce) and the begin-
nings of a new toilet block.

On a less successful note
the station adopters have had
a frustrating year with build-
ing work, damage and the hot
weather, here’s hoping for a
better outlook next year.

Allotment

wan-
der into The Garden area
of the Nursery, you’ll have
noticed some changes which
will hopefully lead to improve-
ments in vegetable production

If youve had time to
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and enjoyment of this sunny,
quiet area.

Thanks to Jake, the veg-
etable allotment area is now
landscaped. A useful walk-
way makes it easier to inspect
and work the ground and tend
the growing crops in four sep-
arate areas. The shrubs and
bushes surrounding the gar-
den have been pruned and
thinned to improve light to the
whole area. The old compost
has been removed from the
three bins in the overgrown
corner to allow for further im-
provements.

A ‘Veg Plan’ has been
agreed with Jo for what to
plant and where to grow it.
The plan is kept in the kitchen
room, with notes to record ac-
tions and jobs to do. Sue has
also been busy thinning and
replanting the existing straw-
berries to improve the yield
next year. We also hope
to have raspberries and some
rhubarb.

The recent delivery of some
excellent farm manure was
just in time for allotment and
garden soil improvement; a
smelly but vital job! Hopefully,
the Autumn planted spring
cabbage and kale which are
planted will benefit from the
extra nutrition, as well as the
plants to be planted in Spring.

Onion sets and speciality
Isle of Wight garlic cloves have
also been sown this month
to try and get a head start
on next year’s produce. A
new area of ground near the
patio has been used because
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garlic doesn’t like fresh ma-
nure. A seed order has been
placed in preparation for sow-
ing seeds in the greenhouse
in February, which will be
planted out when the soil
warms up in Spring. Broad
& Dwarf French beans, beet-
root, spinach, courgettes and
herbs are a few of the choices
to grow in the newly enriched
allotment!

One area of cultivation
which presents a challenge
is the protection of brassi-
cas. High netting or wire
cages will need to be erected to
cover the plants as they grow
to prevent them from being
eaten by pests. The current
‘Heath Robinson’ arrangement
is ugly and only serves to offer
minimal protection to the low
growing, immature plants.

I'd be grateful to hear from
anyone who has any ideas
for a solution to this prob-
lem. Also, any volunteers who
would like to spend some time
working in the allotment next
springtime are very welcome.

Overall, the garden area
has improved from 12 months
ago and I am excited about the
extra potential to grow vegeta-
bles and fruit for sale or eating
next year.

Barry

Railway and building
work

Work has been progressing on
the front of greenhouses G7-
G8 (G7??), a new entrance
has been knocked through at
the York end and the front
walls have been tidied up and
topped with coping stones.
The first of the uprights has
been erected, this has taken
much time as we are learn-
ing as we go along, hopefully
having done one the remain-
der will follow fairly quickly.
We are still not quite sure how
the roof will fit in front of the
door at the Harrogate end.

Our wet weather job, the re-
furbishment of the truck chas-
sis, has also been progress-
ing. With the help of a vis-
iting group all the axle boxes
and wheels have removed and
are under cover in the Potting
Shed. At the time of writing
the chassis needs turning over
to complete wire brushing be-
fore painted can commence.
The truck used for the
Bloom! display (P2) has been

cleaned and oiled and is now
safely under cover in the
wagon shed. The fence sur-
rounding the point lever at
Bog Junction has been re-
moved to allow building of a
new toilet block.

Poppleton station ad-
option

After waiting for Northern Rail
to come back to us after
the September Meeting they
were unable to have with
us. . . nothing happened!

We have written to them
again. . .and still nothing has
happened! We will send
them another reminder before
Christmas.

So we have planted up the
beds for winter as best we can,
working our way around dam-
aged walls and cables, talked
to the owner of the Station
House who told us he would
re-connect our rain barrel for
us; but no action yet.

We are sorry they do not
look as good as in previ-
ous years but we are now
severely hampered by safety
issues and difficult access to
them.
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In the New Year we are go-
ing to make a concerted ef-
fort to see if we can get more
of the Poppleton villagers in-
volved with their “community
railway”—let us hope they get
a more reliable rail service in
2019—and to see if we can get
even a small proportion of the
interest directed towards us
that Northern seems to show
to some groups e.g. at Hebden
Bridge and the Calder Valley
Line. That said we are very
grateful to them for the spon-
sorship monies for plants they
gave us this year.

Colin Wood, Station Adopters
Team

Needs list

¢ Baskets from old flower
arrangements.

* Garden plants, shrubs,
perennials that you no
longer want.

® Carrier bags

® Garden tools, woodwork-
ing and engineering tools
and equipment.

Small items can be put in the
crate over the fence at the
nursery if we are closed, or
contact us on email or phone.
Now we are owners of a van we
can collect large items. We do
not want items that are bro-
ken, we are not a disposal ser-
vice.
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The Nursery then...

Taken 30 years ago on the
open day for the official open-
ing of the narrow gauge rail-
way. This Ruston diesel loco
was used on the opening train
by gardener Geoffrey Smith.

...and now

The growing area became the
demonstration plot to show
the Nursery’s work and the
trees have grown blocking out
the view of the house. Taken
at the start of this year’s an-
niversary railway evening.

Jobs

There are lots of tidying jobs
at the nursery — any ex-
tra help would be appreci-
ated. There are numerous re-
pair and maintenance jobs on-
site, and we need members
with DIY skills to take them
on. Please do contact us.

Volunteer Coordina-

tor

e Can you spare a few
hours each week?

* Do you enjoy meeting
and helping people?

The nursery is currently look-
ing for someone to take on the
role of volunteer coordinator.
The position would be ideal for
someone who has good inter-
personal and communication
skills, is positive, enthusiastic
and well organised.

The job would involve wel-
coming potential volunteers to
the nursery, assisting them in
identifying the role that they
would be best suited to and
helping them to settle in. If
you have a friendly personal-
ity, enjoy meeting new people
and would like a new chal-
lenge in your life why not con-
sider applying?

For more information visit
the website or contact the
nursery by email and we will
supply you with a full job
description and answer any
questions you may have.

Jo Sullivan-Jones Chairper-
son

...and finally

Once again we are heading
for the year end, can I wish
you all a very merry Christ-
mas and prosperous New Year.

M. ” .
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Cacti

A cactus expert has occupied space in one of the Nursery’s greenhouses, below are some of his

cacti.

30th Anniversary Evening

A couple of photos of the 30th Anniversary Railway Evening taken by Stuart Chapman, Stuart’s
video of the evening can be seen on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwj39dC_

8TU&t=64s
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